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the literary autocrats of their day. The Southern press welcomed him loudly. His fortunes, however regarded, were in bright contrast to his immediate past; but not long after his arrival all this was made as naught, because an obstruction arose in the course of true love.
The engagement between Edgar and his cousin Virginia had come to the ears of his relative, Neil-son Poe, who, himself a third cousin to both, had recently  married  her  half-sister,   also  his   third cousin ; and, led by his wife, who thought Virginia too young to marry (as indeed she was, having been born August 15, 1822,1 and consequently hardly turned of thirteen years), he offered to take her into his family and care for her until she should be eighteen, when, if she desired to marry Edgar, she would be free to do so.   The communication of this news to Poe had an extraordinary effect upon him, and seems to have cast him. into the deepest dejection.    He wrote to Mrs. Clemm, August 29, imploring her not to consent to separate him from. Virginia, and appealing to her pity for himself in such terms that his sincerity cannot be questioned. Some days later, evidently under the same influence, he wrote to Mr. Kennedy as follows: —
BlCHMOND, Sept. II, 18S5.
DEAB, SIR, — I received a letter yesterday from Dr. Miller, in which he tells me you are in town.    I hasten,
i The Records of St. Paul's Parish, Baltimore.   The ds£e August 13 has some authority by family tradition.
